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English Language Arts — Grade 7

Released ltems Fall 2007

Prompt

WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

WRITE ABOUT THE THEME: KINDNESS

- Aesop

the theme of kindness.

Do ONLY ONE of the following:

"Mo act of kindness, however small, is ever wasted.”

OR

OR

OR

OR

write about the theme in your own way.

Kindness can be shown in many ways and can have a meaningful impact. Write about

describe a time when you were not kind and you wish you had been

describe a time when you were treated with special kindness

explain how kindness can affect or be shown by animals

tell why it is important to treat everyone in a kind way
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PART 1A: CHECKLIST FOR
WRITING FROM KNOWLEDGE AND EXPERIENCE

DIRECTIONS:

Use this checklist to help you with your response. Your response must be written on the lines in
Part 1A of your Answer Document.

CHECKLIST:
Do I have a clear central idea that connects to the theme?
Do I stay focused on the theme?
Do I support my central idea with important details/examples?
_ Do Ineed to take out details/examples that DO NOT support my central idea?
Do I use a variety of words, phrases, and/or sentences?

Have I spelled, punctuated, and capitalized my writing to help readers understand it?

NOTES/PLANNING
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Michigan Educational Assessment Program
Rubric for Writing from Knowledge and Experience
Grades 3-8

6 The writing is exceptionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are thoroughly developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the
connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and naturally through the text. The
writer shows a mature command of language including precise word choice that results in a
compelling piece of writing. Tight control over language use and mastery of writing conventions
contribute to the effect of the response.

5 The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details and
examples where appropriate. The writer's control over organization and the connections
between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text. The writer shows a command of
language including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses
in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.

4 The writing is generally clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with relevant
details and examples where appropriate, although there may be some unevenness. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional. The writer's command of
language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.

3 The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details. There may be evidence of an organizational
structure, but it may be artificial or ineffective. Incomplete mastery over writing conventions and
language use may interfere with meaning some of the time. Vocabulary may be basic.

2 The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped.
There may be little evidence of organizational structure. Vocabulary may be limited. Limited
control over writing conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

1 The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. ldeas and content are not developed or
connected. There may be no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of control over writing
conventions may make the writing difficult to understand.

Condition codes for unratable papers (zeroes):

A — Off Topic

B — Written in a Language other than English or lllegible
C - Blank or Refusal to Respond
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Anchor Paper 1

0 v T }/:léﬂ & 7 ;
frfjnc?a he ;’-a? )il'u‘f{’ ;gé " 4

Anchor Paper 1
Score Point 1

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. The idea that is presented is not developed
(...1 sherd...he sed thik you.) and there is no noticeable organizational structure. Lack of
control over writing conventions make the writing difficult to understand (I sherd my cuess...).
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Anchor Paper 2
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Anchor Paper 2
Score Point 1

The writing is generally unclear and unfocused. Ideas are not developed (You are supposed to
treat otheres the same way you want to be treated.) and there is no noticeable organizational
structure. Lack of control over writing conventions makes the writing difficult to understand.
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Anchor Paper 3
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Anchor Paper 3
Score Point 2

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped (It's
a couple reason to give kindness so u wont hert people feeling...). There is little evidence of an
organizational structure and limited linking of ideas (Thats why everybody need to show
kindness...). Vocabulary may be limited. Limited control over writing conventions may make
the writing difficult to understand.
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Anchor Paper 4
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Anchor Paper 4
Score Point 2

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped
(...so the next thing I did was hit him and we didn’t see each other for about 2 weeks so | felt
sorry for that man ow man). There is little evidence of an organizational structure (One
time...after 2 weeks...). Vocabulary may be limited. Control over writing conventions is limited.
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Anchor Paper 5
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Anchor Paper 5
Score Point 2

The writing is only occasionally clear and focused. Ideas and content are underdeveloped
(Then a complete stranger waved at me. | did’nt even know this guy and he waved at me.).
There is little evidence of an organizational structure in the brief opening and closing and
limited linking of ideas (We were best friends after that, all thanks to his act of kindness.).
Vocabulary is basic and control over writing conventions is limited.
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Anchor Paper 6
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Anchor Paper 6
Score Point 3

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas and content are developed with limited or
partially successful use of examples and details (...someone started yelling at another person.
| said ‘stop’ that is not very nice. A teacher came then they went to the office to work things
out. They sat ant talked so they became friends.). There is evidence of an organizational
structure, but it is artificial (...my first class...In conclusion...). Vocabulary is basic.
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Anchor Paper 7
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Anchor Paper 7
Score Point 3

The writing is somewhat clear and focused. Ideas are developed with limited or partially
successful use of examples and details (The place we went to was Red Robin. Red Robin is
my personal favorite resturant. And we all had a great dinner.). There is evidence of an
organizational structure (One day on May 13, 2006...But later that night...). Vocabulary is
basic.
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Anchor Paper 8
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Anchor Paper 8
Score Point 3

The writing is somewhat clear and focused (That is why | wish | would have been kind to that
girl.). Ideas and content are developed with limited or partially successful use of examples and
details (...a girl our age bumped into one of us and she said “sorry and exuse me” we told her
she was a freak and to go away...I saw her crying and | tried not let it bother me but it did...).
There is evidence of an organizational structure (A few minutes later...At this point...).
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Anchor Paper 9
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Anchor Paper 9
Score Point 4

The writing is generally clear and focused (Kindness can be shown in many ways.). Ideas and
content are developed with relevant details where appropriate (Also, my priest is like a friend to
me. His name is Father . He is the nicest guy | have ever met. Once, he took my whole
family to “Red Lobster.”), although there is some unevenness in the development. The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is artificial (First, I help my church...Then,
| use my manners... Finally, | help my very old neighbor...). The writer's command of

language, including word choice, supports meaning. Lapses in writing conventions are not
distracting.
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Anchor Paper 10
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Anchor Paper 10
Score Point 4

The writing is generally clear and focused (That just goes to show that being kind goes a long
way.). Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and examples, where appropriate
(...a ball flew by and hit Lindsey, in the finger. It didn’t even look swollen so | said, “Oh you're
fine!” Boy, was | ever wrong.). The response is generally coherent, and its organization is
functional (Just then...The next day). The writer's command of language, including word
choice, supports meaning (As we walked by the soccer field, we saw some crazed fourth
graders kicking the ball this way and that... meandering....humble). Lapses in writing
conventions are not distracting.
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Anchor Paper 11
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Anchor Paper 11
Score Point 4

The writing is generally clear and focused (It felt good giving something | didn’t need to
someone that did need it.). Ideas and content are developed with relevant details and
examples, where appropriate (I had a water bottle and just when was about to take a drink my
mom snatched it from my hands. | looked over and saw a man laying under a tree sleeping.
His clothes were old and dirty. My mom placed the bottle next to his sleeping body.). The
response is generally coherent, and its organization is functional (One hot summer day...That
night...). The writer's command of language, including word choice, supports meaning (I know
that since | did that | would have good karma.).
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Anchor Paper 12
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Anchor Paper 12
Score Point 5

The writing is clear and focused (My friends really treated me with kindness.). Ideas and
content are well developed with relevant details where appropriate (We all were working
extremely hard on our presentations the week before. We all had colorful and bright posters
with glitter, stickers, sparkles and much more. Our speches were one of a kind too.). The
writer's control over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader
through the text (It was now the time...When we walked into the classroom...). The writer
shows command of language, including precise word choice (...really perswaied others...1
stomped over to the trashcan furosily...). The language is well controlled, and occasional
lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.
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Anchor Paper 13
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them something, Being kind o someone /s when youi
at sthool and you elp your friend with the
dass work, Beng kind o semesne 13 when you fake
| To the Nurse cahen She Scrapes hem knee or
m: '?‘6},, HHJ..BH* ﬁrcmdnm desn ¥ Nae o bf SONe -
g ﬁ&rfdf ¢ ther, So Gon't awe ev -th;. M’r,aka??
a lﬂ“‘“’d at her mothe ﬂ:i/ Sﬁxd; "ﬂfay, [hama,
Her mother hu} e Her f.’i;tujﬂtﬂ- ant toy Aer  fs £Fe
oufside ard ply bekre dimem time,

Anchor Paper 13
Score Point 5

The writing is clear and focused. Ideas and content are well developed with relevant details
and examples where appropriate ( , being kind to someone isn’t just giving them
something. Being kind to someone is when you're at school and you help your friend

with the class work. Being kind to someone is when you take to the nurse when
she scrapes her knee on the playground. But kindness doesn’t have to be something physical
either. So don’t give everything away, okay?). The writer’s control over organization and the
connections between ideas effectively moves the reader through the text (The next day when

came home...told her to go outside and play before dinner time.). The writer shows
command of language, including precise word choice (1:Uhmma means “mom” in Korean).
The language is well controlled, and occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly
noticeable.

MDE/MEAP RELEASED ITEMS 23




English Language Arts — Grade 7 Released Items Fall 2007

Anchor Paper 14

% 2 b qrader at Mrddie
chool and that fall she wanted to try out Hor
basketoall

Gt High School | mom 15
the ofrls varsity basketball coachand _.. apes to
everyone of those opmes Tre Star player for =
varsity team s a. ,®he Ts an all around
athlete and a excellant atundent Her averanes are
17 points per game, 1.8 rebounds, 49 assists and she
as 2 34 GPA n school. had. aluays looked up to

That weekend and. her friernds were
gong 1o try ovt for the QUI-Star basketball Yeam
Started the try-outs pretty, but inthe middle & +he
try-outs, .relized. she was not opad 2t basketball.
Gt +he end. of Hry-outs the coadhes handed ot letiers
and T oy opt one upv made H#e tcam and all of rer
triends had 31l ready optten ore The coach was holding
one more \eter, but he oave Lt 1o another gfcl.

bhen . was walking of f the court
all of ner frierds came over 1o Ner ard Started rnaknr'g
fun of her on how bad she was at basketoa)\,she
was devastated.. On tine ride home Was cryin4
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fner heart out, She regreted ever walktng onto that
covrt. Her rn::rmkc 4elling her that maybe *F she
tries, harder she u¥lL make Tt next bm,but she
told her mem that although she |oved the game of
Casketball she decided that watching the oame
wovld be beter.

That day when was wal king from
echool she rannto and she told she
had heard what had happened. _ also sHd
that uken She wes 302 She Adn't pmke the

GU-Star team and was Shocked. S0

offered to4each sorme more aoovt Dasketoa\l and

accepied %'hc offer Ofter 2 montn of 'Prac,.'hc.trg
wvon _ - wanted to try-out acptn and
guess wh-a:f she made the team,

did not have
‘o help Lout instead of just thfnking about
herse I, wzs kind r:nough to hcl‘;::-5o that

is my story on kindness, hope UoU ¢njoyed .

Anchor Paper 14
Score Point 5

The writing is clear and focused ( did not have to help , but instead of just thinking
about herself, was kind enough to help). Ideas and content are well developed with
relevant details and examples where appropriate (The star player for varsity team is a

, she is an all around athlete and a excellent student... also said that when she
was age she didn’t make the All- Star team and was shocked. So offered to
teach some more about basketball and accepted the offer. After a month of
practicing with , wanted to try-out again and guess what, she made the team). The
writer’s control over organization and the connections between ideas effectively moves the
reader through the text (That weekend and her friends were going to try out...At the end
of try-outs...When was walking off the court...On the ride home...). The writer shows
command of language, including precise word choice. The language is well controlled, and
occasional lapses in writing conventions are hardly noticeable.
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Anchor Paper 15

Z moc dwen b wibe ohat the dheme Wm-nmzmmﬁrj
will Jcﬂjr'i; a aJnné v el t}; one  small act ob  undpeas a»‘&nt?gd
sumeones lie  ond  was rmemberred  foeser.

Zn 1930 « ﬂfa-}-'l wad  hicn  fom her hora i (Nme a3 el
s hr  wsader. '-';‘Hv were  aeld ﬁy Her  THar, omr and mﬁm‘lﬂ?
he had ng chice i b come 4 s Juan:"h:l-u"? at. Cho o smukf
'-"3';-"‘ ﬂ#’dﬂ'_ ok ch/d apd her swher Mu e w'#:_- mnnk-g
@ ourmme o e durk exvence d He aght. The cnly hybt Het s
'-l:;a‘rr'uc‘ wos  «m gl hgem et su-maf.d .waa -ﬁqmughmﬁ the aur,
'Titév were. Taken Pinu. 4o ploae hunded over fom remon A Pm«nﬂ
1‘:# dame “h}‘ﬂ abyspt ﬂpﬂhﬂrdin?:m derfered amwnd @
onprhvahig m’/.;: caded HMrwmosh. Thet were homes ewery where. H
scemed A be a Arower asling munhic  gsoerd 5 st

mnl.animll SR weman cumc bamiiy st or Hee door wrk o
Mmejeshe stk domene wupped amwmmd her amm. The eme maghe ; bt net Hhe
chher,” she  softly smd a3 she grbled (e and mulled her b Ha
ose. o xmsmed as A Hooekd rougrurd b b e quick, Mazes
s dewnstorms. You must oot dedurh her! “de oM wwwa sed snarly =
shiiled her wio o room. Che  Aurd Jhe  desr bok s sk weper wxecwd.
“Thes a J:rf ma and dowered hr mouth and sad, Shp she will bect
F,Hnn. hes & Iumboo sheh!” Tht shped her Fmm t.?n& and dhen
Cha  asked or ke J-ﬂ's rame , o wos  Respken.
mum:&#vﬁdﬂ b&hw-!ﬁumghdumu]\
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ace cvery duy  ceslly dim bwber her bt she ohl wpend s her
hml;ﬁkﬂ&#m ﬂm-ﬁr-’iumlnu&a ek du esecipe. For
den Tohle aMempt she Fell From 8 marep and rcorly Jow ber We. Sewn
when she wes fednock she hed fearvrd Pt oln her prends and seder
mm.ﬂtmhd*.wmr debd row B e copt oF her dpeod -
ﬂunﬁ,‘d#énmf&ww+5hmﬁ&ﬁw4h}4ntn wra]
her  debd  wea ped.

Gmbaﬂmnshﬂuwu-}:w*m-*hgk%gm
dowrthiwn  Hunre maeh: Her cohng. There she saw & man smading beerde D
el du-_l.hs. He welbed ocoer 4o her ﬂ-ra'l'hﬂ‘ﬁl!lm Jtrﬂartn.ﬂ'
Mwnnﬁrw'ﬂ:muhd; dugnuiﬂkuahnla-ﬂ%n
br.n-J'r’Fl-d &Eﬂnu.nIth‘:sL&nnn&nh"ﬁs L‘.Hldrl-:rqumm
Chie smiled u&,mmz Paverd oot meled mmm”m
T see a =mile. Das remenber | nerd bae when ?n-ﬁ.ll e mene Fromge,
Mmaémimwemrgﬁn?ﬁnd. o vt o Oeshae. .

Wﬁ%#@aﬂﬁ%ﬂﬁ“n&mhhﬂﬂn&uh
She. 4L....ah+ W osuld e gemed(s ro  rore vk Hon w p.en‘a Suea
[ Y -n’-c.ppm% Thne e e aoorl.*.

“Thic -:'nrg e mfg-huh-ng o me, B ahiwed how et potuund
oct of undness ofler 1o mugh pain and hurl could C.I'nnq-l. Some e S
perspeahut wn hSt. T lefeoe Hed bndress « aoka a "‘rp'n!l here.
1l wm-"‘mré mére-This s  pentc. Kirdnese 14 He ene %M} dpert
ton  ecer be eplosed or tuken -.m:ua~ﬂ ml'h‘dn-mf.-ﬂrq.w-li;
+ o wed h&nrm"md.dm&ﬂr-!_#bﬁ-ﬂg-ﬂdﬂmim

T wfl  olse boping Thot e H o ol omah e
ﬂ? ¥ : Sopeils
elest  heart  cbout ::gﬂ Mﬁ ’lﬂg
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Anchor Paper 15
Score Point 6

The writing is exceptionally clear and focused (This story was very touching to me. It showed
how one profound act of kindness after so much pain and hurt could change someones
perspective on life). Ideas and content are appropriately and thoroughly developed (In 1930 a
small girl was taken from her home in China as well as her sister. They were sold by their
father; poor and unhealthy he had no choice but to come to this devastating act.). The writer’s
control over organization and the connections between ideas moves the reader smoothly and
naturally through the text (Suddenly...After that moment...One day when she was twelve...).
The writer shows a mature command of language, including precise word choice (...dark
essence of the night...captivating village...futile attempt). Tight control over language use and
mastery of writing conventions contribute to the effect of the response.
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